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(2) INCLUSION OF STATE AGENCIES.—The Sec-
retary shall allow the head of a relevant
State agency to join the Consortium on re-
quest of the State agency.

(b) CONSORTIUM ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Consortium, working
through the National Laboratories and pub-
lic research institutions, shall use supercom-
puting and other similar capabilities—

(A) to establish rapid approaches for large-
scale identification of toxic substances and
the development of safer alternatives to
toxic substances by developing and vali-
dating computational toxicology methods
based on unique high-performance com-
puting, artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and precision measurements;

(B) to transition to a more circular econ-
omy and cleaner energy by expanding knowl-
edge to shift the market for toxic substances
and products toward safe-by-design alter-
natives; and

(C) to address the burdens of—

(i) environmental toxic substance expo-
sures in disadvantaged communities;

(ii) greater toxic substance use in products
targeted towards those communities; and

(iii) exposure to toxic substances at De-
partment of Energy facilities.

(2) MODELS.—In carrying out paragraph (1),
the Consortium shall use supercomputers to
develop, validate, and run models to predict
adverse health effects caused by toxic sub-
stances.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section—

(1) for fiscal year 2022, $20,000,000;

(2) for fiscal year 2023, $30,000,000; and

(3) for each of fiscal years 2024 through
2026, $35,000,000.

SA 1703. Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for her-
self, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
and Mr. SULLIVAN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 1502 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER to the bill S. 1260, to establish
a new Directorate for Technology and
Innovation in the National Science
Foundation, to establish a regional
technology hub program, to require a
strategy and report on economic secu-
rity, science, research, innovation,
manufacturing, and job creation, to es-
tablish a critical supply chain resil-
iency program, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS RE-
GARDING THE EFFECT OF THE DIG-
ITAL ECONOMY ON THE ECONOMY
OF THE UNITED STATES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship of the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives;

(E) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives; and

(F) the Committee on Small Business of
the House of Representatives.

(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information.
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(3) BROADBAND.—The term ‘‘broadband’
means an Internet Protocol-based trans-
mission service that enables users to send
and receive voice, video, data, or graphics, or
a combination of those items.

(4) DIGITAL ECONOMY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the term ‘‘digital economy’ has the
meaning given the term by the Secretary in
carrying out this section.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In establishing a def-
inition for the term ‘‘digital economy’’ under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall con-
sider—

(i) the digital-enabling infrastructure that
a computer network needs to exist and oper-
ate; and

(ii) the roles of e-commerce and digital
media.

(5) DIGITAL MEDIA.—The term ‘‘digital
media’”’ means the content that participants
in e-commerce create and access.

(6) E-COMMERCE.—The term ‘‘e-commerce’’
means the digital transactions that take
place using the infrastructure described in
paragraph (4)(B)(1).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

(b) BIENNIAL ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS
REQUIRED.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, and biennially
thereafter, the Secretary, in consultation
with the Director of the Bureau of Economic
Analysis of the Department of Commerce
and the Assistant Secretary, shall conduct
an assessment and analysis regarding the
contribution of the digital economy to the
economy of the United States.

(¢) CONSIDERATIONS AND CONSULTATION.—In
conducting each assessment and analysis re-
quired under subsection (b), the Secretary
shall—

(1) consider the impact of—

(A) the deployment and adoption of—

(i) digital-enabling infrastructure; and

(ii) broadband;

(B) e-commerce and platform-enabled peer-
to-peer commerce; and

(C) the production and consumption of dig-
ital media, including free media; and

(2) consult with—

(A) the heads of any agencies and offices of
the Federal Government as the Secretary
considers appropriate, including the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Commissioner of
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration,
and the Federal Communications Commis-
sion;

(B) representatives of the business commu-
nity, including rural and urban internet
service providers and telecommunications
infrastructure providers;

(C) representatives from State, local, and
tribal government agencies; and

(D) representatives from consumer and
community organizations.

(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port regarding the findings of the Secretary
with respect to each assessment and analysis
conducted under subsection (b).

—————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 10
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

May 19, 2021

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing on nomina-
tions.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
19, 2021, at 9:45 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
19, 2021, at 9:45 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, May 19, 2021,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 19, 2021, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
19, 2021, at 3 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES
The Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 19, 2021, at 4:30 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS
The Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Competition Policy and Consumer
Rights of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
May 19, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 3233

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there is a bill at the
desk, and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3233) to establish the National
Commission to Investigate the January 6 At-
tack on the United States Capitol Complex,
and for other purposes.

Ms. CANTWELL. I now ask for a sec-
ond reading, and in order to place the
bill on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT
OF ETHIOPIA, THE TIGRAY PEO-
PLE’S LIBERATION FRONT, AND
OTHER BELLIGERENTS TO
CEASE ALL HOSTILITIES, PRO-

TECT HUMAN RIGHTS, ALLOW
UNFETTERED HUMANITARIAN
ACCESS, AND COOPERATE WITH
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIONS

OF CREDIBLE ATROCITY ALLE-
GATIONS PERTAINING TO THE
CONFLICT IN THE TIGRAY RE-
GION OF ETHIOPIA

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 25, S. Res. 97.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 97) calling on the
Government of Ethiopia, the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front, and other belligerents to
cease all hostilities, protect human rights,
allow unfettered humanitarian access, and
cooperate with independent investigations of
credible atrocity allegations pertaining to
the conflict in the Tigray Region of Ethi-
opia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic and an amendment to
the preamble to strike the preamble
and insert the part printed in italic,
and an amendment to the title as fol-
lows:

Whereas the United States and the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia share an im-
portant relationship and more than a century of
diplomatic relations;

Whereas Ethiopia is the second most populous
country in Africa and plays a key role in ad-
vancing security and stability across sub-Saha-
ran Africa, including as a top contributor of
uniformed personnel to United Nations peace-
keeping missions;

Whereas tensions between Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed’s Prosperity Party and the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), which was
part of the ruling coalition in Ethiopia until
late 2019, escalated when the TPLF held elec-
tions in the Tigray Region of Ethiopia on Sep-
tember 9, 2020, despite the decision by the Fed-
eral Government of Ethiopia to postpone general
elections due to the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas the TPLF rejected the postponement
of general elections and considered the exten-
sion of the term of the Federal Government to be
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unconstitutional, and the Federal Government
subsequently deemed the Tigray regional elec-
tions illegitimate;

Whereas, in the early hours of November 4,
2020, Prime Minister Abiy ordered a military of-
fensive in response to an attack by the TPLF on
the Northern Command of the Ethiopian Na-
tional Defense Forces (ENDF), which evolved
into an armed conflict between the ENDF and
allied forces on one side and the TPLF on the
other side, with thousands of deaths reported;

Whereas the Government of Ethiopia rejected
all offers, including one extended by African
Union Chairman Cyril Ramaphosa in November
2020, to mediate talks with the TPLF;

Whereas, on November 28, 2020, the Govern-
ment of Ethiopia claimed victory in the conflict
after taking Mekelle, the capital city of the
Tigray Region, with Prime Minister Abiy an-
nouncing that his forces had ‘‘completed and
ceased the military operations’ and would shift
focus to rebuilding the region and providing hu-
manitarian assistance while Federal police at-
tempt to apprehend leaders of the TPLF;

Whereas clashes have continued in the Tigray
Region and Ethiopian soldiers and allied forces
have pursued prominent TPLF leaders, notably
killing former Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Ethiopia Seyoum Mesfin as part of a ‘‘stabi-
lizing mission . . . to bring to justice perpetra-
tors’’;

Whereas, in 2020, prior to the outbreak of
fighting in the Tigray Region, there were more
than 1,800,000 people internally displaced in
Ethiopia and approximately 2,000,000 people in
the Tigray Region were already in need of hu-
manitarian assistance;

Whereas the conflict in the Tigray Region has
prompted more than 61,000 Ethiopians to seek
refuge in Sudan, has displaced as many as
500,000 people internally, and has caused severe
shortages of food, water, medical supplies, and
other necessary goods for those who remain in
the region;

Whereas the conflict has disrupted harvests,
livelihoods, markets, and supply chains, food
and medical supplies have been looted, and re-
strictions and bureaucratic impediments con-
tinue to constrain the humanitarian response,
with nearly 4,000,000 people in the Tigray Re-
gion estimated to require urgent food assistance,
including 100,000 Eritrean refugees;

Whereas, during the first few weeks of the
conflict, there was a complete shutdown of elec-
tricity, banking, internet, and telephone services
throughout the Tigray Region by the Govern-
ment of Ethiopia, with government reports of
TPLF forces also destroying communications in-
frastructure, and subsequent service restorations
have been limited;

Whereas, in addition to the shutdown of tele-
phone and internet services, which has severely
limited the flow of information on the conflict
and the humanitarian situation, journalists
have been restricted from accessing much of the
Tigray Region, several journalists have been ar-
rested in connection to their coverage of the
conflict, and one journalist working for the
Tigray Mass Media Agency was killed;

Whereas, although the Government of Ethi-
opia entered into an agreement with the United
Nations on November 29, 2020, to facilitate hu-
manitarian access to the Tigray Region, that ac-
cess is not yet unfettered;

Whereas, on February 1, 2021, the Secretary
General of the Norwegian Refugee Council stat-
ed, ‘“‘Twelve weeks since the fighting began, the
basic elements of a response on the scale needed
are still not in place. It is false to say that aid
is increasingly getting through. Aid has only
gone to the places with little conflict and more
limited meeds and is not keeping pace with the
humanitarian crisis as it inevitably grows over
time.”’;

Whereas, on February 6, 2021, the United Na-
tions World Food Programme (WFP) announced
a new agreement with the Government of Ethi-
opia to rapidly scale up the deployment of emer-
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gency food assistance while improving the proc-
ess for reviewing and approving requests from
United Nations and humanitarian partner agen-
cies;

Whereas humanitarian access to the refugee
camps that were home to almost 100,000 Eritrean
refugees at the start of the conflict has been es-
pecially restricted, with the Hitsats and
Shimelba camps still completely inaccessible,
and the United Nations Refugee Agency esti-
mates that 20,000 Eritrean refugees displaced
from those camps remain unaccounted for;

Whereas United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees Filippo Grandi has expressed alarm
about the ‘“‘overwhelming number of disturbing
reports of Eritrean refugees in Tigray being
killed, abducted and forcibly returned to Eri-
trea’’;

Whereas, in November 2020, four humani-
tarian workers, including one employee of the
International Rescue Committee and three em-
ployees of the Danish Refugee Council, were
killed at Hitsats refugee camp;

Whereas challenges to access have Ssignifi-
cantly restricted the reporting and documenta-
tion of atrocities, but survivor and eye-witness
testimony and satellite imagery have enabled re-
ports to emerge of targeted violence or indis-
criminate attacks against civilians committed by
multiple parties to the conflict;

Whereas examples of reported atrocities com-
mitted in the Tigray Region include the mas-
sacre in the town of Mai Kadra on November 9,
2020, in which, according to estimates from the
Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC),
more than 600 civilians died from what the
EHRC Chief Commissioner concluded was ‘‘for
no reason other than their ethnicity,” and a
mass killing in the city of Axum on November 28
through 29, 2020, which involved, according to
reports from Amnesty International, the system-
atic killing of “‘hundreds of unarmed civilians’’
after Ethiopian and Eritrean troops retook the
city;

Whereas United Nations Special Representa-
tive of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence
in Conflict Pramila Patten has highlighted re-
ports of sexual and gender-based violence, in-
cluding a high number of alleged rapes in
Mekelle;

Whereas, on January 27, 2021, the United
States Government publicly confirmed that Evi-
trean Defense Forces (EDF) are participating in
the conflict in alliance with the ENDF and
called for the immediate withdrawal of all EDF
soldiers from the Tigray Region, and credible re-
ports have emerged that EDF soldiers partici-
pating in the conflict have attacked civilians,
including Eritrean refugees, and looted and de-
stroyed homes and religious institutions;

Whereas Ethiopia has been beset for nmearly a
decade by multiple human rights and humani-
tarian challenges, including targeted ethnic vio-
lence, intercommunal conflict, natural disasters,
and political unrest;

Whereas, since mid-2020, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Amnesty International, and the Ethio-
pian Human Rights Commission have reported
atrocities and a rise in ethnic and intercom-
munal violence in other parts of Ethiopia, in-
cluding in the Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz,
Somali, Afar, and Oromia regions;

Whereas, according to international human
rights organizations, during the conflict in the
Tigray Region, ethnic Tigrayans throughout
Ethiopia have been suspended from their jobs
and prevented from leaving the country, and
there are reports of surveillance and mass ar-
rests of citizens of Ethiopia based on their eth-
nicity;

Whereas, in March 2021, President Biden
asked Senator Christopher Coons to serve as an
emissary to convey the President’s grave con-
cerns to Prime Minister Abiy about the humani-
tarian crisis and human rights abuses in the
Tigray Region and the risk of broader insta-
bility in the Horn of Africa;
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